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The relations between China and Iran in the 21st century are a topical study in the field
of international relations, which attracts the attention of both domestic and foreign scientists
and analysts. The article analyzes the main spheres of cooperation between China and Iran
at the current stage, namely political, economic, energy and military. Such research methods
as: historical method; document analysis; case-stage method; methods of induction
and deduction were used in the article.

It is important that modern Sino-Iranian cooperation is based on the 25-year Comprehensive
Cooperation Programme between Iran and China signed in March 2021, which covers
various areas of cooperation. Political cooperation between Iran and China is extremely
dynamic and multifaceted. It is worth noting that one of the main types of cooperation is
economic cooperation, as China and Iran have significant economic ties based on mutually
beneficial interests. China is one of Iran’s largest trading partners, and both countries use
the yuan as the unit of account. In addition, Iran is an important market for Chinese goods
and technologies.

The energy sector is also important, as Iran is one of the main suppliers of oil to China, which
provides the country’s energy needs. China, for its part, invests in infrastructure projects in
Iran, such as transport corridors and industrial facilities, and also finances in the development
of oil fields, for example, one of the largest Iran’s oil fields, South Pars.

The article also examines the military cooperation between Iran and China, which is defined
by a wide range of interactions in the military-strategic sphere, including technology exchange,
joint training, and the supply of military equipment. In particular, it is mentioned about naval
training between China, Iran and Russia, which were held in 2019-2024.
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The purpose of the study is to analyse the main
areas of cooperation between China and Iran in
the twenty-first century.

Research methods. The following research
methods were used in the study: the historical method
(to study the dynamics of Iranian-Chinese relations);
document analysis (to study official materials such as
international agreements, statements of politicians,
diplomatic documents and other records reflecting
relations between the countries); case study method
(to analyse events and situations in relations between
Iran and China); methods of induction and deduction
(to formulate general conclusions of the study).

Results. Modern Sino-lranian  cooperation
is based on the Comprehensive Cooperation
Agreement between the People’s Republic of China
and the Islamic Republic of Iran, which was signed
in Tehran on 27 March 2021 for the 25th term, with
the signing ceremony attended by Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on the one hand and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (Iran) represented by its head, Mohammad
Javad Zarif [8]. For Iran, participation in this agreement
also means participation in the One Belt, One Road
programme, initiated by China in the 2010s.

It is worth noting that the basis for the signing
of the Iran-China Comprehensive Agreement was laid
by the leader of the People’s Republic of China, Xi
Jinping, during his visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran
in January 2016 [11]. The Comprehensive Partnership
Agreement includes key areas of cooperation such as
military, economic, political, cultural, and humanitarian.
The political part of the Agreement states that

the development of bilateral relations between Iran
and China is in the interests of all parties. In addition,
the agreement provides for the establishment
of a mechanism for regular annual meetings
of the foreign ministers of the two states and periodic
meetings of the respective deputy foreign ministers.
The parties also strengthen cooperation between
legislative  bodies through inter-parliamentary
exchanges and cooperation in the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

Political cooperation between Iran and China is
reflected in their interaction at various levels, providing
both countries with new opportunities and prospects.
It is also worth noting that China and Iran have held
anumber of high-level meetings to discuss cooperation
in various fields. In 2020, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met with Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif in Tehran. This meeting was important for
the development of bilateral relations between China
and Iran, as it was aimed at discussing cooperation in
the diplomatic sphere and the fight against terrorism.
For example, at the end of 2023, it was announced
that the strategic partnership between Iran and China
would be expanded to include further deepening
cooperation in the fields of technology, science,
education, and high technology, which indicates
a high level of trust and mutual interest between
the two countries [12].

Economic cooperation and investment are a key
element of interaction between two countries. In
the field of economic cooperation, Iran and China
are actively developing various joint projects that
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contribute to the growth of both economics.
An important part of economic cooperation is
the implementation of the Chinese initiative ‘One
Belt, One Road’, which aims to develop transport
and economic infrastructure, including Iran, making it
one of the key countries in supporting this initiative
[2, p. 174-175]. Some of the most significant projects
include the development of oil and gas industry,
infrastructure  projects, and the development
of technology and innovation. It is worth emphasising
that China is actively investing in Iran’s oil and gas
sector, financing the development of new oil and gas
fields, modernising production and increasing its
efficiency. For example, a joint project between
the Chinese company CNPC and the Iranian company
NIOC is to develop the South Pars gas field Pars 1l in
Iran. Chinese investment in Iranian energy sectors,
particular in the development of oil fields such as
South Pars and renewable energy sources, is seen
as a strategic step for both countries, contributing to
sustainable economic growth.

China’s investments in Iran’s energy sector
have a positive impact on the development energy
cooperation between two countries. China is one
of the largest consumers of energy resources in
the world, and Iran has significant oil and gas reserves.
China and Iran are actively implementing plans aimed
at strengthening cooperation in the energy sector.
These include important measures such as increasing
oil production in Iran further increase exports of this
resource to China. It is also planned to expand gas
production in Iran and further export it to China
[5, p. 110].

In the future, China and Iran plan to deepen
cooperation in the energy sector, including
the development of new oil fields, construction
of new power plants and refineries, and development
of infrastructure for energy transportation. An
important stage is the introduction of the latest energy
technologies in Iran, where China provides active
assistance and support. These joint initiatives are
not only aimed at strengthening energy cooperation
between two countries, but also contribute to
the development of economic partnership and promote
stability and prosperity in the region. According to
UBS, energy trade between China and the Middle
East could increase by USD 423 billion by 2030,
of which USD 77 billion will come from renewable
energy sources [7].

China is also actively investing in infrastructure
construction in Iran, including the development
of railways, motorways and ports. For example, a joint
project to build a railway from Tehran to the border
with Afghanistan, which helps to develop a trade
and transport corridor through Iran. Iran and China
have resumed container rall traffic at the Aprin port in
Tehran, which is aimed at improving trade relations
between two countries. The resumption also marked
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the launch the China-Iran-Europe railway corridor,
which is intended to connect these countries with
European markets. The full route will run through
China, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan. This will provide
Iran with a new trade route, as currently 85% of its
international trade depends on sea transport. With
the new railway route, Iran will become an important
trade hub between Asia and Europe, while China
will gain access to the West Asia and Europe
markets. This corridor will also help both countries
circumvent Western sanctions that hinder their
trade» [10]. The new railway line connecting China
and Iran via Turkmenistan was officially launched on the
16" of July with the first transit departure train from
China’s Shaanxi province in the northwest to Tehran.
New Iranian President Massoud Peseshkian confirmed
that he will continue the course of his predecessor,
stressing the importance of bilateral and multilateral
cooperationwith Russiaand Chinawithinthe framework
such structures as the BRICS, SCO and the Eurasian
Economic Union [9]. In the investment sphere, Iran is
also actively considering opportunities for cooperation
with China in high-tech industries such as information
technology and telecommunications. This opens
up new prospects for innovation and exchange
of experience in these areas. In addition, both
countries are actively developing joint projects in
agriculture and manufacturing, which contributes
to the diversification of economic cooperation
and ensures the sustainability of resource exchange
[1, p. 117-118].

It is worth noting that China is one of Iran’s largest
trading partners, providing it with access to the market,
which contributes to the mutually beneficial exchange
of goods and services. An important feature of Sino-
I[ranian trade relations is that both countries use
the Chinese national currency, the yuan, as a unit
of account. Iran supplies China with energy resources
and in return receives funds in yuan, which is used to
purchase goods in China [3, p. 172-173].

The particular importance for the development
of economic and trade relations is the bilateral
agreement between Iran and China signed in
2021 for 25 years, aimed at strengthening their
strategic partnership and expanding economic ties.
This initiative envisages investments of approximately
$400 billion in various sectors of the economy of both
countries. In particular, itis planned to increase trade to
$600 billion by 2026, jointly build infrastructure facilities
such as railways, roads and seaports, and strengthen
cooperation in the fields of energy, investment,
economic zones and technological exchange [8].
In general, Iran-China economic cooperation is
important for both countries, as it contributes to
their economic development and strengthening their
national positions on the world stage.

Military cooperation between Iran and China
is determined by a wide range of interactions in
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the military-strategic sphere, including technology
exchange, joint exercises, and the supply of military
equipment. It is worth emphasising that Beijing
and Tehran conduct joint military exercises and training
to improve the effectiveness of their military forces.
This allows them to improve tactical skills, exchange
experience and develop coherence between military
structures. In 2017, China and Iran held their first
joint naval exercises. And, in 2019, China, Iran
and the Russian Federation launched joint naval
exercises in the Indian Ocean and the Sea of Oman.
According to the leaders of the above-mentioned
states, the purpose exercises are to deepen practical
cooperation between the navies of the participating
countries at sea and strengthen regional security. In
2022 of January, Iran, China, and Russia held the third
joint naval exercise in the northern Indian Ocean,
and exercises were held in 2023 under the name
‘Northern Interaction-2023’ and in 2024 ‘Maritime
Security Belt-2024’ [6].

However, it is important to note that such a military
partnership, joint naval exercises and geopolitical
rapprochement between China, Iran and Russia are
concern to the international community, in particular
to the United States, Ukraine and other European
countries. After all, this significantly affects regional
and global security and stability. In his book ‘The
Grand Chessboard’, Zbigniew Brzezinski envisaged
the unification of Beijing, Tehran and Moscow into
an ‘anti-hegemonic coalition’ in Eurasia to counter
the global dominance of the United States. The
rapprochement between three countries has been
active in recent years, but has intensified with Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. If the alliance of three
countries is successful, the current global order
could be reformatted. If, in addition the economic
cooperation, states agree on military and military-
technical cooperation, the global security system may
undergo significant transformations [4].

Conclusions. Thus, having analysed the main
areas of cooperation between China and Iran, we can
conclude that the countries are actively cooperating in
the economic, energy, military and political spheres.
It is important that modern Sino-Iranian cooperation
is based on the 2021 Comprehensive Cooperation
Programme between Iran and China, which covers
various areas of cooperation. Political cooperation
between Iran and China is well developed. Both
countries assist each other in achieving strategic goals
both regionally and globally. The economic cooperation
and investment between Iran and China constitute
an important foundation for the development of both
countries. The technologies exchange, innovations
and investment resources contributes creating
mutually beneficial conditions for economic growth
and strengthening their national positions on the global
stage. The One Belt, One Road initiative is the basis
and incentive for the development of infrastructure

and transport links, which facilitates trade exchange
and promotes cooperation in various sectors
of the economy. The energy sector is also important
for the countries, as China is one of the largest energy
consumers in the world, and Iran has significant oil
and gas reserves. Tehran supplies China with large
volumes of energy resources and in return receives
funds in yuan, which it uses to purchase goods from
the latter. That is why the prospects for cooperation
between China and Iran in the energy sector are quite
high. Military cooperation between Iran and China
is determined by a wide range of interactions in
the military-strategic sphere, including technology
exchange, joint exercises, and the supply of military
equipment. It is worth noting that since 2017, China
and Iran have been conducting joint naval exercises.
The latest joint naval exercise, Maritime Security
Belt 2024, took place in 2024 in the trilateral format
of China-Iran-Russia.

In general, the partnership between Iran and China
is an example of how countries can jointly develop
and promote their own interests. Thus, Iranian-
Chinese relations can be described as mutually
beneficial, covering various areas of cooperation.
However, it should be emphasised that China’s strong
economic, military and diplomatic relations with Iran
are due for two key factors: first, Iran’'s growing
international isolation, especially from the West,
and second, the authoritarian nature of both the Iranian
and Chinese regimes. That is why relations between
two countries can hardly be called equal, as China
has much better geopolitical position.
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BidHocuHu MK Kumaem ma IpaHom y XXI cmonimmi € akmyasibHUM OOC/IOKEHHSIM
y chepi MbKHapPOOHUX BIOHOCUH, SIKe Mpusepmae ysazy, sk BiIMYU3HSIHUX mak i iHO3eMHUX
Haykosyis, aHasiimukis. Y cmammi rpoaHasi3osaHO OCHOBHI cghepu crigpobimHuymsa
Kumato ma IpaHy Ha cy4acHoMy emari, a came roslimuyHy, eKOHOMIYHY, eHepaemuyHy
ma silicbkkosy. Bukopucmosysanucb maki Memoou OOC/IOXEHHS sIK: icmopuyHuli Memod;
aHasiz 00KyMeHmIs; Memoo kelic-cmaodi; Memoodu iHOyKYji ma 0edykuii.

Ba/1uBo, Wo cyyacHa kumalicbKo-ipaHcbKa crnisnpaysi 6azyemscsi Ha y200i po «BceocsikHy
npoepamy crigpobimHuymsa mix [Pl ma KHP» mepmiHom Ha 25 pokis nionucaHa y 6epesHi
2021 poky, sika OXOM/IKE Pi3Hi cehepu cnisnpayi. MonimuyHe cnispobimHUYmMso Mix IpaHom
ma Kumaem € Had3suyaliHO OuHaMiyHUM ma b6azamozpaHHuM. Bapmo 3a3Hadumu, wjo
O00HUM 3 OCHOBHUX BUQIB criBrpayi € came eKoHOMiYHe crispobimHuymso, adxe Kumadl
ma IpaH Matomsb 3Ha4Hi EKOHOMIYHI 38’s13KU, WO 6a3yrmbCsl Ha B3aEMOBUZIOHUX iHMeEpecax.
Kumali € 0dHUM 3 HalbinbWwux mopaosux MapmHepis IpaHy, siK pPO3PaxyHKoOBY OOUHUUO
06u0Bi 0epxxasu BUKOPUCMOBYOMb toaHi. OKpiM MO20, IpaH € BaxKauBUM PUHKOM 36ymy 07151
kumalicbKux mosapis ma mexHosioaid.

Bax/1usoto € i eHepaemuyHa cgpepa, OCKilbKu IpaH € 00HUM 3 20/10BHUX NMOCMayaslbHUKIB
Haghmu do Kumaro, wjo 3abe3snedye eHepaemuyHi nompebu yiei kpaiHu. Kumad, 3i c8020
60Ky, iHBeECMye B iHGhpacmpyKmypHi Npoekmu 8 IpaHi, maki ik mpaHCIoPMHI Kopudopu,
rpomuc/108i 06'ekmu, makox ¢hiHaHcye po36ydosy HaghmoBsux PoO0BULY, HAMPUK/Iad 00HO20
i3 Halibinbwux podosuwy IpaHy, isdeHHul Mapc.

Y cmammi, makox po3eisiHymo i silickkosy crisnpayto Mix IpaHom ma Kumaem, sika
BU3HaYaEMbCS  WUPOKUM CMIEKMpPOM  B3aEMOOill  y  BilicbkoBo-cmpamezidHiti - cehepi,
BK/IK04a04U 0O6MIH MEXHO/I02isIMU, Cri/IbHi HaB4aHHS1, MocmavaHHs BilicbkoB020 06/1a0HaHHSI.
3okpema, 3asHauyeHo Mpo BiliCbKOBO-MOPChKI Hag4aHHs M Kumaem, IpaHom i Pocieto, siki
nposodusiuck y 2019-2024 pokax.

Knrowosa cnosa: Kumall, IpaH, 61usbkuli Cxio, MiXXHapOOHI BIOHOCUHU, 30BHILUHSI MO/TIMUKa.
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